


HOW NOT TO INHERIT ETERNAL LIFE 

Mark 10:17-22 



INTRODUCTION 

• This conversation takes place on Jesus’ final 
journey to Jerusalem. 

  
• This conversation has the weight of a major life 

transition conversation. 
  
• This conversation follows a “speaking of . . .” or 

chain-link format. 



PART ONE: UNDERSTANDING THE STORY 

1. Who exactly was the “rich young ruler”?  
  
2. What exactly did the rich young ruler ask Jesus?  

Why? 
  
3. How did Jesus answer the rich young ruler?  Why? 
  

• Jesus focused on the meaning of “good.”  
  
• Jesus hints at the purpose of                                              

the commandments.  
 



PART ONE: UNDERSTANDING THE STORY 

4. How did the rich young ruler respond to Jesus 
answer?  Why? 

 
• “I have kept all of those commandments my 

whole life.” 
  
• “What  am I still lacking?” (Matt. 19:20) 



PART ONE: UNDERSTANDING THE STORY 

5. How did Jesus answer the rich young ruler’s 
second question? 

 
• If you want to be complete . . . 
  
o Part One – Sell your possessions. 
 
o Part Two – Give to the poor. 
 
o Part Three – Come and                                                

follow Me. 



PART ONE: UNDERSTANDING THE STORY 

5. How did Jesus answer the rich young ruler’s 
second question? 

 
• If you want to be complete . . . 
  
• Why does Jesus answer that way? 

  
o He didn’t understand his need for a Savior. 



A CASE FOR TOTAL DEPRAVITY 

o It is possible to be “clean” on the outside, but dirty 
on the inside. 

 
o It is possible to obey the letter of the law and 

disobey the spirit of the law. 
 
o Offense in one area means offense in all areas. 
 
o God’s standard of holiness is                                          
Himself.  



A CASE FOR TOTAL DEPRAVITY 

o Our sin affects every aspect of our being. 
  
o Even our righteousness (apart from God’s grace) is 

like filthy rags. 
  
o The Bible explicitly states that everyone has 

sinned. 



PART ONE: UNDERSTANDING THE STORY 

5. How did Jesus answer the rich young ruler’s 
second question? 

 
• If you want to be complete . . . 
  
• Why does Jesus answer that way? 

  
o He didn’t understand his need for a Savior. 
  
o He didn’t understand                                                

Jesus’ place as Lord. 



PART ONE: UNDERSTANDING THE STORY 

Key Principle: It is a fair and useful debate 
regarding to what extent a person must submit to 
the lordship of Christ at the moment of salvation.  
But the debate is a debate of extent not fact.  A 
person who is altogether unwilling to recognize the 
inherent “Lordship” demands of the Gospel cannot 
and will not come to Christ for salvation. 



PART ONE: UNDERSTANDING THE STORY 

6. How did this conversation end? Why? 
 

“He was gloomy and sullen with a double 
disappointment; no perilous exploit was required 
of him, but he was asked to part with what he 
valued most.” – Alfred Plummer 
 
“Alas!  How many lovely and amiable young 
persons follow his example.”                                                        
– Albert Barnes 

 



PART TWO: HOW DO YOU “INHERIT” ETERNAL LIFE?” 

• Consider Nicodemus – John 3:16 – For God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. (KJV) 

 
• Consider Paul – Philippians 3:9 – And may be 

found in Him, not having a righteousness of my 
own derived from the Law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ, the                                                          
righteousness which comes                                                           
from God on the basis of faith. 
 



PART THREE: SOBERING LESSONS 

1. Bob Jones Sr. – “He believed that every great man 
comes under the power and influence one great 
life dominating truth.  His was . . . ‘Everyone must 
live somewhere forever’.” 

  
2. Religious earnestness and sincerity do not 

guarantee eternal life.   



PART THREE: SOBERING LESSONS 

3. Legalistic, self-righteousness . . .  
  
• Promises spiritual fullness (and joy) but 

delivers spiritual emptiness (and anguish). 
  
• Promises eternal life but delivers eternal 

damnation. 



PART THREE: SOBERING LESSONS 

4. Christlike love must tell the truth. (Eph. 4:15) 
  
5. We just don’t adapt the gospel . . . ever! (We 

proclaim Christ!) 




