


A SLICE OF HUMBLE PIE 

Mark 9:30-41 



INTRODUCTION 

• A Two Minute Story Reset 
  
• The Urgency of 4th Quarter or Senior Year Lessons 



INSTANT REPLAY (VS. 33-34) 

• What were the disciples talking about on their 
journey to Capernaum? 

 
• What exactly did they want? 
 
“If we did not know our own hearts, we would 
find it difficult to believe this really happened.  
But any disciple who knows                               
himself hears the echoes in his                                        
own life of such unfaithfulness.”                                              
– Sinclair Ferguson 

 



CLASSROOM LECTURE (VS. 35) 

We could title this lecture . . . A Theology of 
Greatness.  
  
• Teaching Point #1 – Aspiring to greatness is not 

necessarily inherently sinful. 
 
• Teaching Point #2 – God’s evaluation of 

greatness is all that really                                   
matters. 

 
• Teaching Point #3 – Lastness                     

(servanthood) is greatness. 



CLASSROOM LECTURE (VS. 35) 

Isaiah 66:2b – But to this one I will look, to him who 
is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at 
My word. 



OBJECT LESSON (VS. 36-37) 

• Jesus is not illustrating the importance of 
child-like faith. 

 
• Jesus is illustrating a roll-up-your-sleeves, 
compassionate, minister-to-everybody kind 
of greatness. 



OBJECT LESSON (VS. 36-37) 

• An Incredibly Consequential Illustration 
 
o If you don’t practice “greatness” like this . . . 

Imagine drowning yourself with a 
millstone around your neck! (Matt. 18:6) 
 

o If you do practice “greatness” like this . . . 
Imagine warmly receiving                                             
and ministering to Jesus                                      
and even God, the Father. 



OBJECT LESSON (VS. 36-37) 

“Well would it be for Christendom, if empty 
boasts of churchmanship and orthodoxy were 
less frequent, and practical attention to our 
Lord’s words in this passage more common.” – 
J.C. Ryle 



CASE STUDY (VS. 38-40) 

• The Case 
  
• The Applications 
 
o Unwarranted Applications 

 
o A Faithful Application – This is a firm 

rebuke against careless                                   
narrowness, exclusivity                                                 
and territorialism. 



DISTINGUISHING MARKS OF A QUARRELSOME PERSON 

1. You defend every conviction with the same 
degree of intensity. 

2. You are quick to speak and slow to listen. 
3. Your only model for ministry and faithfulness is 

the showdown with the prophets of Baal on 
Mount Carmel. 

4. You are incapable of seeing nuances, and you do 
not believe in qualifying statements. 

5. You never give the benefit of the                                    
doubt. 

6. You have no unarticulated                                          
opinions. 



DISTINGUISHING MARKS OF A QUARRELSOME PERSON 

7. You are unable to sympathize with your opponents. 
8. Your first instinct is to criticize; your last instinct is 

to encourage. 
9. You have a small grid, and everything fits in it. 
10.You derive a sense of satisfaction and spiritual 

safety in feeling constantly rejected. 
11.You are always in the trenches with hand granades 

strapped to your chest, never in the cafeteria with 
ice cream and ping pong. 

12.You have never changed your                                        
mind. 



AN APPLICATION QUIZ FOR MODERN DISCIPLES 

1) How do you scheme about greatness? 
 
2) Whose example of greatness do you seek to 
imitate? 

 
3) Does your “greatness” humbly and genuinely 
bless those around you? 

 
4) Is your greatness narrow,                                         

exclusive or territorial? 



TEACHER’S EXAMPLE (VS. 38-40) 

• Mark 9:31 – For He was teaching His disciples 
and telling them, “The Son of Man is to be 
delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill 
Him; and when He has been killed, He will rise 
three days later.”  

  
• Mark 10:45 – For even the Son of Man did not 

come to be served, but to                                      
serve, and to give His life a                                             
ransom for many.  

  
• Philippians 2:3-11 




