


INTRODUCTION 

That’s MY Church! = Loving being the kind 

of church we are supposed to be . . . in our 

day and in our land. 





7 CHARACTERISTICS 

1. That’s MY church . . . because we 

understand what it means to be a 

disciple of Jesus Christ. 
• A disciple is a follower of Jesus Christ. 

• Every true Christian is a disciple. 

• Following Christ faithfully means . . .  

o Self-Denial 

o Suffering 

o Submission 



7 CHARACTERISTICS 

2. That’s MY church . . . because we 

understand that making disciples is 

everyone’s (joyful) responsibility. 

 
• What does it mean to make disciples? 

 

  Helping others follow Christ 

 



7 CHARACTERISTICS 

2. That’s MY church . . . because we 

understand that making disciples is 

everyone’s (joyful) responsibility. 

 
• Disciple-making is at the heart of the 

Great Commission . . . and the Great 

Commission is for everyone. 
Making Disciples = Helping others . . .   

o Come to Christ 

o Identify with Christ 

o Follow Christ in Obedience 



7 CHARACTERISTICS 

2. That’s MY church . . . because we 

understand that making disciples is 

everyone’s (joyful) responsibility. 

 
• Disciple-making is worked out in the 

many “one-anothers” of the NT . . . and 

the “one-anothers” are for everyone. 

  

o The central focus of                                   

“one-anothers” is love. 



7 CHARACTERISTICS 

2. That’s MY church . . . because we 

understand that making disciples is 

everyone’s (joyful) responsibility. 

 
• Disciple-making is worked out in the 

many “one-anothers” of the NT . . . And 

the “one-anothers” are for everyone.  
 

o “One-anothering”                             

encompasses all of the                             

needs and seasons of                       

discipleship. 



7 CHARACTERISTICS 

2. That’s MY church . . . because we 

understand that making disciples is 

everyone’s (joyful) responsibility. 

 
• Disciple-making is worked out in the 

many “one-anothers” of the NT . . . And 

the “one-anothers” are for everyone. 

 

o One of the main reasons                       

we gather is to                                            

“one-another”. 



APPLICATIONS 

1. Every true Christian is a disciple; and 

every faithful disciple is a disciple-

maker. 



APPLICATIONS 

2. Which means . . . Every Christian ought 

to be able to identify three categories of 

people within their spiritual sphere of 

influence . . . 

• Those who I am endeavoring to help 

introduce to Christ. 

• Those who I am endeavoring to help 

follow Christ. 

• Those who are                                

endeavoring to help me                             

follow Christ. 





APPLICATIONS 

3. In a church that has a true culture of 

discipleship, active participation in this 

kind of life-touching-life is not 

exceptional, but normal. 



THE TRELLIS AND THE VINE 

In challenging people about gospel ministry, 

there are two errors we commonly fall into.  

One is to create two classes of Christians – 

those who are really working for the Lord and 

seeking to proclaim his kingdom (the 

‘recognized gospel workers’), and the rest.  

There is really only one driver, and the rest of 

the people involved do their bit in the 

background.  In this model,                                  

making disciples is like                                               

Formula 1 motor racing. 



THE TRELLIS AND THE VINE 

There is really only one driver, and the rest 

of the people involved do their bit in the 

background.  They might work in the pits, 

they might help to finance the team, or they 

might find sponsors and organize the logos 

to be painted on the cars.  But the driver is 

the superstar and the focus, and the rest of 

the team members are                                 

background boys.  No wonder                                

they might feel like                                         

second-class citizens. 



THE TRELLIS AND THE VINE 

As we’ve already seen, this is not how the Bible 

envisages gospel work.  There are not two 

classes of disciples – we are all both disciples 

and disciple-makers.  All Christians are called to 

deny themselves, take up their cross, and 

follow to death; to give up their lives to His 

honor and service.  It’s more like a football 

team, where each person does all they can to 

advance the ball downfield.                                   

There are leaders and captains,                                 

but fundamentally and above all                                     

else, everyone is a player. 




