


INTRODUCTION 

• “So . . . tell me about your church.” 



INTRODUCTION 

• Candidate Question #37 - What 

specifically do you believe Beth Eden could 

and should do under your leadership to 

more effectively reach, motivate, and 

engage the young adult "Millennial" 

generation, without compromising core 

values? 



INTRODUCTION 

It implies at least two things: 

 

1) The Reality of an Unchanging Identity and 

Mission of the Church 

 

2) The Necessity of Understanding our 

Identity and Practicing our Mission in our 

Day and in Our Land 



INTRODUCTION 

• Sermon Series Overview 

 

• Context, Context, Context 

 

o Ephesians 1 

 

o Ephesians 2:1-10 



INTRODUCTION 

• Three Important Questions 

o Where is the church in that passage? 

o Does that passage speak to the 

universal church or the local church or 

both? 

o Isn’t there a difference between 

attending (assembling with) a church 

and being a part of (joining) a church? 



1. The church is comprised of those who 

previously had little in common. 

o The Ephesian church was comprised of 

both Jews and Gentiles. 

 

o Paul addressed Gentiles specifically (in the 

hearing of the Jews). 



1. The church is comprised of those who 

previously had little in common. 

o He reminds them of who they “formerly . . . 

were”.  They were: 

 Without Christ 

 Without Citizenship 

 Without Covenants 

 Without Hope 

 Without God 



2. The church is comprised of those who 

have been brought near to God by the 

blood of Christ. 

o But now . . . were far off . . . brought near 

 

o In a group context, this follows the same 

pattern for individuals in verses 1-10. 

 

o How does the blood of Christ bring us near 

to God? 



3. The church is comprised of those who 

have been brought together through the 

cross. 

o Vs. 14 – He is our peace 

o Vs. 14 – made both groups into one 

o Vs. 14 – broke down the barrier of the dividing 

wall 

o Vs. 15 – make the two into one new man 

o Vs. 15 – thus establishing peace 

o Vs. 16 – might reconcile them both in one body 

o Vs. 16 – having put to death the                                 

enmity 

o Vs. 17 – He came and preached                            

peace . . .  



3. The church is comprised of those who 

have been brought together through the 

cross. 

Gal. 3:26-28 – For you are all sons of God through 

faith in Christ Jesus. (27) For all of you who were 

baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 

Christ. (28) There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither slave nor free man, there is neither male 

nor female; for you all are one in Christ Jesus. 



4. The church is like a nation where no 

one is a stranger. 

I Peter 2:9 – But you are a chosen race, a royal 

priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own 

possession, so that you may proclaim the 

excellencies of Him who has called you out of 

darkness into His marvelous light. 

 

Phil. 3:20 – For our citizenship is in heaven, from 

which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  



5. The church is like a household where 

everyone is family. 



6. The church is like a temple where God 

dwells. 

o The foundation is the apostles and 

prophets. 

 

o The cornerstone is Christ Jesus. 

 

o The stones are true Christians. 

 

o The temple keeps growing. 

 

o God dwells in this temple. 



ONE FINAL QUESTION 

Have you been brought 

near by the blood of Jesus 

Christ? 




