






INTRODUCTION 

• Today’s message is about the practical 

implications of the incarnation.  This 

message is not about head knowledge . . . 

It is about Christmas in work gloves and 

steel toe boots. 

• Your disposition toward those around you 

in the next four weeks will demonstrate 

whether or not your really understand 

Christmas. 

• The Challenge: Don’t let your                           

“self” steal Christmas! 



The Christmas Story 

• Pre-Incarnation – Jesus is and always has 

been fully God. 

• The Incarnation – Jesus became fully man 

without ceasing to be fully God. 

• The Sacrifice of the Incarnation – Jesus 

becoming man was an act of stunning 

humility. 

• The Purpose of the Incarnation – Jesus 

came to die, even the death of the cross, for 

the sins of mankind. 

• The Incarnation and Exaltation –                              

Jesus has been exalted and will be                            

honored by all of His creation. 



The Attitude of the Christmas Story 

• What is the meaning of the word “attitude”? 

  

• Key Point: Those who embrace the purpose 

of the incarnation for their salvation should 

also embrace the attitude of the incarnation for 

their ongoing sanctification. 



The Practical Outworking of the Christmas Story 

• Two Everyday “Christmas” Principles 

 

o Principle #1 – The Principle of Regarding 

 

o Principle #2 – The Principle of Looking Out 



The Practical Outworking of the Christmas Story 

• Two Principles in Theological Context 

  

o “The DNA of sin is selfishness.” – Tripp 

 

o I was designed to live an outward and an 

upward life, but sin causes me to have an 

inward preoccupation. 

 

“Sin causes all of us to shrink our worlds 

down to the claustrophobic                           

confines of our wants, our needs,                             

and our feelings.” - Tripp 



The Practical Outworking of the Christmas Story 

• Two Principles in Theological Context 

  

o When self is sinfully ruling in my life, I am 

willing to use or abuse others to fulfil my 

own wants or desires. 





The Practical Outworking of the Christmas Story 

• Two Principles in Theological Context 

  

o The gospel saves me from living for myself. 

  

o One of the clearest evidences of 

regeneration is a practical preoccupation 

with God’s glory and the needs of others – 

even at the expense of my own plans and 

interests. 





The Practical Outworking of the Christmas Story 

• Suggestions for Keeping Self from Stealing 

Christmas 

1) Saturate your heart with the reality of the 

incarnation. 

2) Preach the implications of the incarnation 

to yourself. 

3) Identify your own Christmas interests. 

4) Anticipate the Christmas needs and interest 

of others. 

5) Prayerfully pursue practically                                   

prioritizing the needs and                                  

interests of others. (Repeat.) 



The Practical Outworking of the Christmas Story 

• Suggestions for Keeping Self from Stealing 

Christmas 

6) Share your Christmas plan with a Christian 

friend and invite encouragement, 

accountability and even correction. 



BOTTOM LINE 

If you are consumed with yourself at 

Christmas, you demonstrate you don’t 

really understand the meaning of 

Christmas.  Make this Christmas different 

. . . Live out Jesus’ love by actively 

seeking to serve the needs and interests 

of others.  This is Christ-centeredness 

at Christmas. 


