


Leaders for the Strangers 
I Peter 5:1-5 



INTRODUCTION: 

• Therefore . . .  

 

o Persecuted strangers need leaders. 

 

o Leaders will be persecuted first.  



The Elders (vs.1) 

• What is an elder? 

o Acts 20:28 – Be on guard for yourselves 

and for all the flock, among which the 

Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 

shepherd the church of God which He 

purchased with His own blood. 

 



The Elders (vs.1) 

• What is an elder? 

o I Timothy 5:17 – The elders who rule well 

are to be considered worthy of double 

honor, especially those who work hard at 

preaching and teaching. 

o Titus 1:5, 7 – For this reason I left you in 

Crete, that you would set in order what 

remains and appoint elders in every city 

as I directed you . . .                                             

(7) For the overseer                                              

must be . . . 



The Elders (vs.1) 

• What is an elder? 

o Elder = Overseer = Pastor 

o As a Baptist church we recognize two 

biblical offices, pastors and deacons. 



The Elders (vs.1) 

• 3 Phrases that Describe Being an Elder 

o among you – The elder is a shepherd 

among his fellow sheep. 

o according to the will of God – The elder 

serves at God’s bidding. 

o allotted to your care – The elder serves 

the flock God entrusts to him. 

• Peter, the Elder 



The Elders’ Role (vs.2) 

• Elders are responsible for shepherding 

God’s flock. 

 

• Elders are responsible for leading God’s 

flock. 



The Elders’ Way (vs.2-3) 

Elders are to shepherd and lead the flock . . . 

 

• Willingly (not begrudgingly) 

 

• Eagerly (not greedily) 

 

• As Humble Examples (not domineeringly) 



The Elders’ Hope (vs.4) 

• The elder is a shepherd, but not the Chief 

Shepherd! 

o The Chief Shepherd died for His sheep. 

o The Chief Shepherd cares for His sheep. 

o The Chief Shepherd never loses His 

sheep. 

• The elder’s Chief Shepherd is returning! 

• The elder will receive an unfading crown of 

glory! 



The Others’ Responsibility (vs.5) 

• Obey your leaders. 

  

• Wear humility. 

  

• Principle: God resists the proud, but gives 

grace to the humble. 



FINAL THOUGHTS  

1. “They weren’t thinking prestige, they were 

thinking potential prison . . . So we need to 

ground our understanding of leadership in 

the church right where the Bible puts it . . .” 

– Alistair Begg. 

 

2. Pray for Your Pastors 



CONCLUDING THOUGHTS  

3. Feed Eagerly and Follow Joyfully 

  

4. I Timothy 3:1 – This is a true saying, If a 

man desire the office of a bishop, he 

desires a good work. 


