


(More) Hope for  

the (Suffering) Strangers 

I Peter 1:6-9 



INTRODUCTION 

• “In this you greatly rejoice . . .” 

o God has mercifully regenerated us to a 

living hope. 

o God has generously provided us a future 

inheritance. 

o God has powerfully secured us for a 

future salvation. 

• “Even though now . . .”  



Even true believers (with all of their hope) 

experience trials. (vs.6-7) 

2 Helpful Reminders about our Trials 

• In our trials, we do experience real pain 

and anguish. 

• Trials come in various shapes and sizes. 



Even true believers (with all of their hope) 

experience trials. (vs.6-7) 

3 Encouraging Reminders about our Trials 

• Our trials only last a short time – compared 

to eternity. 

• Our trials come to us under the umbrella of 

God’s sovereignty. 

• Our trials serve a purpose: 

o Trials prove our faith. 

o Trials result in praise                                     

and glory and honor. 



In the face of trials, true believers don’t 

stop following Christ. (vs.8) 

• In addition to experiencing trials, the 

believers to whom Peter was writing were 

trusting in a Savior they had never seen. 

• Nevertheless . . .  

• They loved Him. 

• They believed in Him. 

• They delighted in Him                                 

(with inexpressible joy                         

filled with glory). 



This is what it looks like to be a Christian 

this side of heaven. (vs.9) 

• Salvation – We have been saved, are being 

saved and will be saved. 

• Suffering 

• We are not exempt from the suffering of 

this present age. 

• We are not crushed by suffering; rather, 

our faith is proven, refined and displayed 

through suffering. 

• Inexpressible Joy 



CONCLUDING APPLICATIONS: 

1. Real faith does not mean the absence of 

real suffering. 



CONCLUDING APPLICATIONS: 

2. The hope of the suffering Christian-stranger is . . .  

• the sovereign goodness of a loving God . . . 

• unmistakably demonstrated in the merciful 

rescue of the cross . . .  

• which guarantees our future, final                  

salvation . . .  

• including our rescue from sin and               

suffering . . .  

• and spending all of                                   

eternity with our Savior. 



CONCLUDING APPLICATIONS: 

3. Persevering faith amidst real suffering is 

more valuable than gold – it clearly and 

loudly proclaims a trustworthy Savior. 

4. Suffer well! 


