


GOOD NEWS FOR THE DOGS 
Mark 7:24-30 



INTRODUCTION 

• Treacherous Traditions (Mark 7:1-23) 
  
• To understand this story, we have to appreciate it 

as a sequel to Jesus’ encounter with the 
Pharisees. 

  
• To be blessed by this story, we have to appreciate 

the predicament of the woman whose daughter 
was cruelly afflicted. 



WOMAN: PERSISTENT INTERCESSION 

• Who approached Jesus? 
  
o She was a woman. 

 
o She was a Gentile woman. 

 
o She was Syrophoenician woman. 

 
o She was a Canaanite                                      

woman. 



WOMAN: PERSISTENT INTERCESSION 

• What was her problem? 
  
• How did she approach Jesus? 

o Desperately 

o Reverently 

o Expectantly 

o Persistently 



JESUS: DELIGHTED MERCY 

• Conversation Overview 
 
“Jesus’ response has often been a puzzle to 
students of Scripture.” – Ferguson 
 
o Woman: “Have mercy on me, Lord . . .” 
  
o Jesus: (Silent.) 
  
o Disciples: “Send her                                                    

away . . .” 



JESUS: DELIGHTED MERCY 

• Conversation Overview 
 
o Jesus: “The lost sheep of the house of 

Israel” 
  
o Woman: “Lord, help me!” 



JESUS: DELIGHTED MERCY 

• Conversation Overview 
 
o Jesus: “Let the children be satisfied first, 

for it is not good to take the children’s 
bread and throw it to the dogs.” 

  
o Woman: “Yes, Lord, but even the dogs 

under the table feed on                                                 
the children’s crumbs.” 



JESUS: DELIGHTED MERCY 

• Conversation Overview 
 
o Jesus: “Because of this answer go; the 

demon has gone out of your daughter.” 



JESUS: DELIGHTED MERCY 

• Conversation Take-Aways 
 
o Mercy – Psalm 145:8 – The Lord is 

gracious and merciful; slow to anger and 
great in lovingkindness.  



JESUS: DELIGHTED MERCY 

• Conversation Take-Aways 
 
o Contrast –  

  
 Pharisees – “You hypocrites . . . your heart 

is far from me.” (Mark 7:6)  
 
 Disciples – “Are you still                                    

lacking in                                              
understanding also?”                          (Mark 
7:17) 



JESUS: DELIGHTED MERCY 

• Conversation Take-Aways 
 
o Contrast –  

  
 Woman – “O woman, your faith is great.” 

(Matt. 15:28) 



JESUS: DELIGHTED MERCY 

• Conversation Take-Aways 
 
o Gospel 



JESUS: DELIGHTED MERCY 

• Isaiah 49:6 – He says, “It is too small a thing that 
You should be My Servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob and to restore the preserved ones of Israel; I 
will also make You a light of the nations so that My 
salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.” 
 

• Acts 1:8 – But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and                                                 
in all Judea and Samaria, and                                        
even to the remotest part of                                                             
the earth. 



CHARLES SPURGEON 

. . . to you who think yourselves beyond the pale of 
hope, to you who were not brought up to attend the 
house of God, who perhaps have been negligent of all 
religion for almost all your life. This poor woman is a 
Sidonian. She comes of a race that had been 
condemned to die many centuries before—one of the 
accursed seed of Canaan! And yet, for all that, she 
became great in the kingdom of heaven because she 
believed!  



CHARLES SPURGEON 

And there is no reason why those who are reckoned to 
be quite outside the church of God should not be in the 
very center of it—and be the most burning and 
shining lights of the whole! O you poor outcasts and 
far-off ones, take heart and comfort! Come to Jesus 
Christ and trust yourselves in His hands! – Charles 
Spurgeon 




