
Not on the Basis of Good Deeds . . . 

Learn to Engage in Good Deeds 

Titus 3:1-14 



Introduction 

• Part One – Rooted and Grounded in 

God’s Word 

  

• Part Two – Centered on the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ 

  

• Family-Centered Medical Care,                      

Team-Centered Coaching,                                     

Hope-Centered Counseling 



Introduction 

• A Non-Technical Definition - Gospel-

centeredness is an accurate 

understanding of the Christian Gospel – 

the Scripture-wide, unfolding story of 

God’s redeeming mankind through the 

sacrifice of His Son – that becomes the 

hub from which the entirety of the 

individual Christian life and                         

corporate church life flows. 



Introduction 

• "All around us we see Christians and 

churches relaxing their grasp on the 

gospel, fumbling it and in danger of letting 

it drop from their hands altogether." – John 

Stott, The Discipline of Grace 



This is the Gospel: A Sinful “Before” 

1. Sin deceives. 

2. Sin disobeys. 

3. Sin dictates. 

4. Sin detests. 

5. Sin desires. 

6. Sin destroys. 



This is the Gospel: A Sinful “Before” 

Key Point – “It is a failure to recognize 

this gravity of the human condition which 

explains people’s naïve faith in superficial 

remedies. . . . A radical disease requires a 

radical remedy.” – John Stott, The 

Message of Ephesians 



This is the Gospel: A Substitutionary Intervention 

1. Our salvation is NOT a self-help success 

story. 

 

2. Our salvation is like a rescue mission. 

 

3. Our salvation is like a renovation project. 

 

4. Our salvation is like a legal                                 

transaction. 

 

5. Our salvation is like a love story. 



This is the Gospel: A Substitutionary Intervention 

Key Point – “For nothing good have I 

whereby Thy grace to claim; I’ll wash my 

garments white in the blood of Calv’ry’s 

Lamb.” – Jesus Paid It All 



NOTE TO PASTOR TITUS . . .  

Preach the gospel confidently!  If you do . . . 

 

1) Christians will engage in good deeds. 

  

2) Christians will have a powerful testimony 

before non-Christians.  



This is the Gospel: A Transformed “After” 

Titus 2:11-12 – For the grace of God has 

appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 

(12) instructing us to deny ungodliness 

and worldly desires and to live sensibly, 

righteously and godly in the present age. 



This is the Gospel: A Transformed “After” 

1) The gospel teaches us to be obedient to 

authority. 

2) The gospel teaches us to be peaceful to 

all men. 

3) The gospel teaches us to avoid worthless 

arguments. 

4) The gospel teaches us to reject                   

divisive professors. 

5) The gospel teaches us to meet                     

pressing needs. 



This is the Gospel: A Transformed “After” 

“The gospel never leaves a man where it 

found him.” – Matt Hoskinson 



This is the Gospel: An Even Better Future 

Titus 3:7b – . . . we would be heirs according 

to the hope of eternal life. 



Conclusions 

1. There are a thousand things upon which a 

church CAN be centered! To be centered 

on the gospel, however, is to make the 

central message of the Bible the 

heartbeat of the church. 



Conclusions 

2. A gospel-centered church is a happy 

church, because the people are . . .  

  

• Humble 

 

• Grateful 

 

• Gracious 



Conclusions 

3. We build and protect gospel-centeredness 

in the church by . . . preaching the gospel, 

exploring of the gospel, tying our 

sanctification (theology and 

methodology) to the gospel, singing the 

gospel, remembering the gospel together 

in the ordinances, praying the                         

gospel, sharing the gospel and                           

rejecting all false gospels.  




