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Introduction:  1 John is the book of Assurance. The words 
"know", "knoweth", "known" and "knew" are used 39 times 
in 5 chapters. In our text, verse 13 of chapter 5, the Greek 
word of "know" is oida. It means "fullness of knowledge" - 
to know perfectly beyond the shadow of a doubt. A person 
can know beyond a shadow of a doubt that he is born 
again, sins forgiven, washed in the blood and has 
everlasting life. Many people claim this passage as their 
assurance of salvation, but in the first four chapters of the 
book, John gives the marks or tests that indicate whether 
a person is really born again. These passages can either 
give you assurance or cause you to question if you have 
been truly born again. 



I. A true believer is obedient to the Word of God. 

(1 John 2:3-5) 

A. The Bible is not advocating perfection.         

(1 John 2:1-2) 

B. The Bible is advocating practice. (1 John 2:3-6) 
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II. A true believer will not love the "world". (1 John 

2:15-17) 

A. Its leader is Satan. (2 Corinthians 4:3-4) 

B. Its characteristics are anti-God. (1 John 2:16, 

John 15:18-19) 

C. Its driving force is the gratification of self.      

(1 John 2:16) 

 

SIGNS OF LIFE 



II. A true believer will not love the "world". (1 John 

2:15-17) 

C. Its driving force is the gratification of self.      

(I John 2:16) 

(Worldliness - anything in the Christian life 

that causes you to lose your enjoyment of the 

Father's love or your desire to do the Father's 

will) 
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III. A true believer will not practice sin. (1 John 3:6; 

9-10) 

A. The definitive word here is practice.  

B. "Practice" is impossible for the believer.  
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IV. A true believer will love his or her brother or 

sister. (1 John 3:10,14; 4:20-21) 

A. A person cannot love God and hate his 

brother or sister. (1 John 4:20) 

B. If God, who is Holy and righteous, can love 

us (sinners that we are), we should be able 

to love any other brother or sister. 
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IV. A true believer will love his or her brother or 

sister. (1 John 3:10,14; 4:20-21) 

B. If God, who is Holy and righteous, can love 

us (sinners that we are), we should be able 

to love any other brother or sister. 

(Jesus gives the world the right to judge the 

validity of our faith by whether we love our 

fellow believers.- John 13:33) 
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IV. A true believer will love his or her brother or 

sister. (1 John 3:10,14; 4:20-21) 

B. If God, who is Holy and righteous, can love 

us (sinners that we are), we should be able 

to love any other brother or sister. 

(The ability to love other believers is given to 

us by the Holy Spirit. - Galatians 5:22) 
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Conclusion: This study should affect us in one of 

three ways: 

1. It should fortify the assurance of our salvation. 

2. It should encourage us to examine our faith and 

determine to display the evidences of our 

salvation. 

3. It should cause us to search our hearts and put 

our salvation to John's tests. 
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