


IF ANYONE HAS EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR 

Mark 4:1-20 



INTRODUCTION 

• Parable 
• Sower 
• Soils 
• Kingdom 

Colossians 1:13-14 – For He rescued us from the 
domain of darkness, and transferred us to the 
kingdom of His beloved Son, [14] in whom we 
have redemption, the                                                 
forgiveness of sins. 

• Listening 



THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOILS 

• The seed is . . . the word. 

o Matthew 13:19 – When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom . . .  

 
o Luke 8:11 – . . . the seed is the word of God 
 
o The seed is the gospel, the message of the 

kingdom and the central                                      
message of the Word of God. 

 



THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOILS 

• The sowers are . . . the faithful ones who, 
following Jesus’ example, spread the 
word. 



THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOILS 

• The soils are . . .  
 

Matthew 13:19 – When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom . . . what has been 
sown in his heart . . . 

 



THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOILS 

• The soils are . . .  
 

1) The road side (soil) is . . . the hardened heart. 
  
II Corinthians 4:3-4 – And even if our gospel is 
veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, (4) 
in whose case the god of this world has blinded 
the minds of the unbelieving so that they might 
not see the light of the gospel                                                          
of the glory of Christ, who is                                                          
the image of God. 

 
 



THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOILS 

• The soils are . . .  
 

2) The rocky soil is . . . the shallow heart. 
o The seed withers because of affliction and 

persecution. 
o I John 2:19 – They went out from us, but they 

were not really of us; for if they had been of 
us, they would have remained with us; but 
they went out, so                                                    
that it would be shown                                                     
that they all are not of us. 

 



THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOILS 

• The soils are . . .  
 

3) The infested soil is . . . the crowded heart. 
 
The word is crowded out by . . .  
o The Worries of the World 
o The Deceitfulness of Riches 
o The Desire for Other Things 



THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOILS 

• The soils are . . .  
 
I John 2:15-17 – Do not love the world nor the 
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. [16] For all that is 
in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the 
eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the 
Father, but is from the world. [17] The world is 
passing away, and also its lusts;                                                            
but the one who does the will of                                                       
God lives forever. 



THE MEANING OF THE PARABLE OF THE SOILS 

• The soils are . . .  
 

4) The good soil is . . . the receptive heart. 



FINAL APPLICATIONS 

. . . to “reflect the principles of the kingdom of 
God, and consequently serve as mirrors of 
our own lives.  They force us to ask the 
question, ‘Where do I stand in relation to the 
kingdom of God?’  They show us our own 
hearts in the light of God’s Word.”  – Sinclair 
Ferguson 



FINAL APPLICATIONS 

1. As soils . . . 
• The seed of the gospel has been sown 

in your life. 
• You are responsible to choose how 

you will respond to the gospel. 
• Those who, like the good soil, humbly 

and obediently receive                                           
and respond to God’s                                        
Word become sowers. 



FINAL APPLICATIONS 

2. As sowers . . . 
• Following Jesus’ example, our 

responsibility (and privilege) is to 
simply sow the seed of the word (the 
gospel). 

• As sowers, we should not be surprised by 
the responses of different soils (hearts). 

• God produces, to varying                                   
extents, bumper crops                                      
through the faithful                                             
sowing of His Word. 



ISAIAH 55:6-12 

[6] (Congregation) Seek the LORD while 
He may be found; Call upon Him while He is 
near. 
 
[7] Let the wicked forsake his way And the 
unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him 
return to the LORD, And He will have 
compassion on him, And to                                     
our God,  For He will                                                     
abundantly pardon. 



ISAIAH 55:6-12 

[8] (Congregation) "For My thoughts are 
not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My 
ways," declares the LORD.  
 
[9] "For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, So are My ways higher than your 
ways And My thoughts than                                          
your thoughts.  



ISAIAH 55:6-12 

 [10] (Congregation)"For as the rain and 
the snow come down from heaven, And do 
not return there without watering the earth 
And making it bear and sprout, And 
furnishing seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater;  



ISAIAH 55:6-12 

[11] So will My word be which goes forth 
from My mouth; It will not return to Me 
empty, Without accomplishing what I 
desire, And without succeeding in the 
matter for which I sent it. 



ISAIAH 55:6-12 

[12] (Congregation) "For you will go out 
with joy And be led forth with peace; The 
mountains and the hills will break forth into 
shouts of joy before you, And all the trees of 
the field will clap their hands. 




