


IF ANYONE HAS EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR 

Mark 4:1-25 



INTRODUCTION 

• There is a difference between having 
impaired hearing and selective 
hearing.   

  
• And He began to teach by the sea . . .  
  
• And such a very large                                  

crowd gathered . . .  



A PARABLE (VS. 1-8) 

• The Parable of the Sower (vs.3) 

• The Parable of the Soils (vs.4-8)  

o Road Side 

o Rocky Soil 

o Infested Soil 

o Good Soil  



A PARABLE WITH PURPOSE (VS. 9-12) 

• The theme of the parable is listening. 

o Vs. 3 – Listen to this . . .  

o Vs. 9 – He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear. 



A PARABLE WITH PURPOSE (VS. 9-12) 

• The purposes of the parables are . . .   

. . . to “reflect the principles of the kingdom of 
God, and consequently serve as mirrors of our 
own lives.  They force us to ask the question, 
‘Where do I stand in relation to the kingdom of 
God?’  They show us our own hearts in the light 
of God’s Word.” – Sinclair Ferguson 



A PARABLE WITH PURPOSE (VS. 9-12) 

• The mystery of the parable is the 
kingdom of God. 



A PARABLE WITH PURPOSE (VS. 9-12) 

• The context of the parable is similar to 
the context of  Isaiah. 

 
“This judgment is a merciful one.  The parable 
which the cold-hearted multitudes hear without 
understanding they remember, because of its 
penetrating and impressive form; and when their 
hearts become able to receive                                                     
its meaning, the meaning will                                             
become clear to them.”                                                                 
– Alfred Plummer 



A PARABLE WITH PURPOSE (VS. 9-12) 

• Bottom Line: There are really only two 
categories of responses to God’s Word: 

 
1) Hearing and obeying unto 

fruitfulness and eternal joy. 
 
2) Hearing and rejecting                                           

unto unfruitfulness                                  
and eternal judgment. 



A PARABLE WITH WHOLE-BIBLE PARALLELS 

• Psalm 1 – A Vibrant Tree 

• Matthew 7 – A Sturdy House 

• James 1 – A Beneficial Mirror 



FINAL APPLICATION 

Don’t waste your ears! 




