


INTRODUCTION 

3 Key Questions Regarding the Lord’s Return 

 

Question #1 – Where are You going? 

 

Answer: John 14:2 -In my Father’s house are 

many dwelling places; if it were not so, I would 

have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  

 



INTRODUCTION 

3 Key Questions Regarding the Lord’s Return 

 

Question #2 – When will You return? 

 

Answer: Matthew 24:42 – Therefore, be on the 

alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is 

coming. 

 



INTRODUCTION 

3 Key Questions Regarding the Lord’s Return 

 

Question #3 – What should we do while You 

are gone? 

 

• Answer #1 – I want you to wait eagerly. 

  

• Answer #2 – I want you to work faithfully. 



Lessons from the Servants 

A Lesson from the Wicked Servant  

 

The wicked servant: 

1. Gave no effort. 

2. Made bad excuses. 

3. Received a harsh punishment. 

4. Corresponds to the foolish virgins and 

the goats. 

 



Lessons from the Servants 

A Lesson from the Wicked Servant  

 

Utter disregard for your God given 

stewardship responsibilities is evidence of a 

lack of genuine faith. 



Lessons from the Servants 

5 Lessons from the Faithful Servants 

 

1. We do not own anything; we are stewards 

of everything. 

  

2. We are entrusted with “talents” in 

proportion to our abilities.  

  

3. We will be held accountable for                             

what we do with our talents. 



Lessons from the Servants 

5 Lessons from the Faithful Servants 

 

4. We will be rewarded on the basis of our 

faithfulness, not on the basis of our 

results. 



Lessons from the Servants 

False Criteria for Evaluation 

 

1. Did it “work”? 

2. What did others think? 

3. How did my results compare to the 

results of others? 



Lessons from the Servants 

5 Lessons from the Faithful Servants 

 

4. We will be rewarded on the basis of our 

faithfulness, not on the basis of our 

results.  

  

5. The rewards for faithfulness are very 

appealing! 



CONCLUDING PERSPECTIVES AND PRACTICES 

Perspectives: 

 

1. Regarding the Gospel: Are you a genuine 

servant? 

  

2. Regarding “Talents”: Do you view your 

stewardship entrustments from God as 

treasures or instruments? 



CONCLUDING PERSPECTIVES AND PRACTICES 

Perspectives: 

 

3. Regarding “Perilous Times”: Are you fussy 

or busy? 

  

4. Regarding Jesus, Himself: Do you long for 

His return? 



CONCLUDING PERSPECTIVES AND PRACTICES 

Practices: 

 
1. Ask a church leader or a good Christian friend 

to help you perform a “talents” inventory or 

evaluation. 

 

• What has God “given me”? 

 

• What are my natural talents and abilities? 

 

• What is my spiritual gift? 



CONCLUDING PERSPECTIVES AND PRACTICES 

Practices: 

 
2. Regularly praise God for His entrusting 

goodness in your life and ask Him to give you 

wisdom and grace to be a faithful steward of 

those entrustments.  

  

3. Get strategic with this goal in mind: maximum 

eternal return. 



CONCLUDING PERSPECTIVES AND PRACTICES 

Practices: 

 
4. Pour your life into . . . 

• Knowing God through His Word and faithfully 

heeding His Word (Psalm 1). 

• Learning, embracing and sharing the Gospel. 

• Fulfilling the Great Commission by making 

disciples. 

• Advancing the vision and mission                              

of your local church. 



CONCLUDING PERSPECTIVES AND PRACTICES 

Philippians 1:21 – For me to live is Christ 

and to die is gain. 

 

II Corinthians 12:15 – I will very gladly 

spend and be spent for you; though the 

more abundantly I love you, the less I be 

loved. 




