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INTRODUCTION 

• Two Assumptions of this Series 

o Assumption #1 – Everyone in our 

church family will be engaged by some 

of the components of the cultural 

Christmas. 

 

o Assumption #2 – Everyone in our 

church family wants to make the most 

of the opportunities                                   

presented by the                                            

cultural Christmas. 



The Heart of a Spiritual Leader 

A spiritual leader’s life’s work is people! 

 

• A Spiritual Leader’s Work 

 

o I don’t want to run or work in vain. 

 

o I do want to share in the joy of 

sacrificial service. 

  

 



The Heart of a Spiritual Leader 

• A Spiritual Leader’s Burdens 

 

o I long for you to be blameless and 

innocent. 

  

o I long for you to be life-beaming lights. 

 



The Spiritual Leader’s One Plea 

Do all things . . .  

 

• Without Grumbling 

 

• Without Disputing 



The Spiritual Leader’s One Plea 

5 Reasons to Take this Plea Very Seriously  

 

1. It exposes self-regarding and self-interest. 

  

2. It is contrary to the humble, self-sacrificing 

attitude of Christ Jesus. 

  

3. It is not part of God’s working for His good 

pleasure. 



The Spiritual Leader’s One Plea 

5 Reasons to Take this Plea Very Seriously  

 

4. It confirms our absorption into a crooked 

and perverse generation. 

  

5. It dims our light. 



THREE FINAL APPLICATIONS 

1. Listen Up! This Christmas . . . let’s seize 

the opportunity to discover the treasures 

of our hearts by listening to our words. 

  

2. Slow Down! This Christmas . . . let’s 

carefully guard our responses and select 

our words to strategically minister grace 

at Christmas.  



THREE FINAL APPLICATIONS 

3. Shine Bright! This Christmas . . . let’s do 

all kinds of (wonderful) self-sacrificing, 

others-regarding things uncontaminated 

by godless complaining. 


