


5 STRIKING PHRASES (FROM LAST WEEK) 
Phrase 1 – “In the twelfth month (that is, the 

month Adar) on the thirteenth day”  

 

Phrase 2 – “It was turned to the contrary” 

 

Phrase 3 – “No one could stand before them” 

 



PHASE 4 – “THEY DID NOT LAY THEIR HANDS UPON 
THE PLUNDER” 

• But . . . didn’t the king’s counter-edit permit 

the Jews to plunder their enemies? (8:11)  

  

• So . . . why did the Jews not plunder their 

enemies?  And . . . why does this part of the 

story seem to be emphasized? 



PHASE 5 – “ A DAY OF FEASTING AND REJOICING” 
• Question: What do you do when . . .  

  

• Answer: You celebrate! (You throw a 

party!) 



5 CONCLUDING CONTRASTS 
1. Death and Life 

 

“Purim was a spontaneous celebration of 

the joy of finding oneself still standing the 

day after an irrevocable death decree was 

executed.  The day of death had come and 

gone, and God’s people were still alive!”     

– NIVZSB 



5 CONCLUDING CONTRASTS 
2. Sorrow and Gladness; Mourning and a 

Holiday 

 

• Country Folks and City Folks 

  

• Spontaneous Celebration and 

Standardized Celebration 



5 CONCLUDING CONTRASTS 
3. Chance and Providence 

 

• Proverbs 16:33 – The lot is cast into the 

lap, but its every decision is from the 

Lord. 

  

• Important Observation – A proper view of 

God’s providence does not produce 

idleness or                                      

slothfulness. 

 



5 CONCLUDING CONTRASTS 
3. Chance and Providence 

 

“So, my brethren, we rest confidently in 

providence, but we are not idle . . . We labor 

as if all depended upon us, and then fall 

back upon the Lord with the calm faith 

which knows that all depends on Him.”                 

– Charles Spurgeon 



5 CONCLUDING CONTRASTS 
4. Forgetting and Remembering 
 

Psalm 103:1-5 – Bless the LORD, O my soul, And 

all that is within me, bless His holy name. (2) 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, And forget none of 

His benefits; (3) Who pardons all your iniquities, 

Who heals all your diseases; (4) Who redeems 

your life from the pit, Who crowns you with 

lovingkindness and compassion; (5) Who                                  

satisfies your years with                                        

good things, So that your                                   

youth is renewed like                                                       

the eagle.  



5 CONCLUDING CONTRASTS 
5. Old and Young 
 

Esther 9:28 – So these days were to be 

remembered and celebrated throughout 

every generation, every family, every 

province and every city; and these days of 

Purim were not to fail from among the Jews, 

or their memory fade from their 

descendants. 



5 CONCLUDING CONTRASTS 
5. Old and Young 
 

Psalm 78:6-7 – That the generation to 

come might know, even the children yet to 

be born, that they may arise and tell them to 

their children, (7) that they should put their 

confidence in God and not forget the works 

of God, but keep His commandments  



5 CONCLUDING CONTRASTS 
5. Old and Young 
 

Psalm 145:4 – One generation shall praise 

Your works to another; and shall declare 

your mighty acts. 



TWO SIMPLE CONCLUSIONS –  
1. If you are a Christian, the God of Esther is 

your God.  So . . . see your God! 



CHARLES SPURGEON -   
“Although the name of God does not occur in 

the Book of Esther, the Lord himself is there 

most conspicuously in every incident which it 

relates.  I have seen portraits bearing the 

names of persons for whom they were intended, 

and they certainly needed them, but we have all 

seen others which required no name, because 

they were such striking likenesses that the 

moment you looked upon                                                

them you knew them.” 



TWO SIMPLE CONCLUSIONS –  
1. If you are a Christian, the God of Esther is 

your God.  So . . . see your God! 

 

Psalm 63:1-2 – O God, You are my God; I 

shall seek you earnestly; My soul thirsts for 

You, my flesh yearns for You, in a dry and 

weary land where there is no water. (2) 

Thus I have seen You in                                          

the sanctuary, to see                                    

Your power and Your glory. 



TWO SIMPLE CONCLUSIONS –  
2. If you are a Christian, the story of Esther is 

your story.  So . . . see God in and over 

your story. 



CHARLES SPURGEON –  
“The Lord intended by the narrative of Esther’s 

history to set before us a wonderful instance of 

His providence, that when we had viewed it 

with interest and pleasure, we might praise His 

name, and then go on to acquire the habit of 

observing his hand in other histories, and 

especially in our own lives.” 


