


INTRODUCTION 
A Story of Three “Couples” 

 

• Ahasuerus and Vashti 

  

• Mordecai and Esther 

  

• Haman and Zeresh 

 

Previously in Esther . . .  

Esther committed to intervene  

for her people by appealing                         

(unannounced and uninvited)                                            

to her husband-king. 



PALACE INTRIGUE (VS. 1-8) 
• The Imperial Setting (vs.1) 

  

• The King’s Scepter (vs.2) 

  

• The First Banquet (vs.3-8) 



PROVIDENCE (VS.1-8) 
We see God’s providence in that . . .  

 

• The king received Esther instead of ordering 

her execution. 

  

• The king and Haman are still not aware that 

Esther is a Jew. 



PROVIDENCE (VS.1-8) 
We see God’s providence in that . . .  

 

• The king was patient with Esther’s request for 

two banquets and did not force her to 

prematurely explain what was troubling her 

heart. 

  

• The king and Haman agree to attend the 

second banquet without                                  

knowing the purpose of                                             

the banquet. 



PRIDE (VS.9-14) 
In six verses, the chief antagonist of the story 

moves from demonstrating silly toddler conceit to 

exhibiting all-grown-up-man arrogance. 

 

• Haman gushed over his apparent honor. 

  

• Haman gloated over his own 

accomplishments. 



PRIDE (VS.9-14) 
• Yet . . . Haman was not satisfied. 

 

The thousandth part of what Haman had would 

serve to make a humble and modest man as 

much of a happiness as he expects from this 

world; and yet Haman complained as passionately 

as if he had been sunk into the lowest degree of 

poverty and disgrace. – Matthew Henry  

 

• Haman seethed over the                                               

“one-more-thing” that he still                      

wanted. 



PRIDE (VS.9-14) 
• Haman strategized to complete his perfect, 

little (self-absorbed) world. 
  

• Haman surrounded himself with friends that 

affirmed his selfish pride and malice. 



PRIDE (VS.9-14) 
James 4:14-16 – But if you have bitter jealousy 

and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be 

arrogant and lie against the truth. (15) This 

wisdom is not that which comes down from 

above, but is earthly, natural and demonic.  (16) 

For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, 

there is disorder and every evil thing. 



5 TIMELESS TRUTHS ABOUT PRIDE 
1. Satan personifies pride. 

 

2. God hates pride. 

  

3. God resists the proud. 

  

4. Pride comes before destruction. 

  

5. Pride can be combated. 



5 TIMELESS TRUTHS ABOUT PRIDE 
“At every stage of our Christian experience and in 

every sphere of our Christian discipleship, pride is 

the greatest enemy . . .” – John Stott 



5 TIMELESS TRUTHS ABOUT HUMILITY 
1. Jesus perfectly modeled humility. 

 

2. Humility draws the attention of God. 

 

3. God gives grace to the humble. 

  

4. Honor follows humility. 

  

5. Humility can be cultivated. 



HOW DO YOU CULTIVATE HUMILITY? 
1. Abide at the foot of the cross. 

 

2. Look regularly (daily) into the mirror of God’s 

Word. 

 

3. Develop a lifestyle of repentance and forgiveness. 

  

4. Affirm and practice your dependence on God 

through prayer. 

  

5. Live in true community –                                                                       

benefit from the sanctifying                                  

influence of your Christian                                        

family. 


