


INTRODUCTION 
Remember Ahasuerus? 
 

• The king “could control everything but himself.” 

 

• The king was controlled by his own pride, 

drunkenness and anger. 

 

• The king treated his queen was an obstacle to 

the idol that was ruling on                                            

the throne of his heart. 



INTRODUCTION 
Important Historical Note: 
 

Approximately four years elapsed between 

chapters one and two.  During that time, Persia 

suffered a crushing military defeat to Greece. 



INTRODUCTION 
Remember Vashti? 
 

• The word “remembered” implies a kind of fond 

reminiscing. 

  

• Because of the edict, Vashti could not be 

restored as queen.  She had to be replaced. 



TWO MORE KEY CHARACTERS 

• Meet Mordecai 

 

o Mordecai was a descendant of Kish, the 

father of King Saul. 

  

o Mordecai was part of a long line of 

deported Jews. 



TWO MORE KEY CHARACTERS 

• Meet Esther 

 

o Esther was an orphan cared for (like a 

daughter) by her cousin, Mordecai. 

 

o Esther was beautiful in “form” and “face”. 



THE STORY CONTINUES  
An Ancient Beauty Contest Snatch 

 

• Esther was taken into custody in the king’s 

harem. 

  

• Mordecai instructed Esther to hide her heritage. 

  

• At every level of the debauched selection 

process, Esther found favor                                  

with the evaluators                                                             

and caregivers. 



THE STORY CONTINUES  
“Another Who is More Worthy than She” 

 

• “The king loved Esther more than all the women 

and she found favor and kindness with him . . .” 

 

• The king crowned Esther and gave a banquet. 

(This is the fourth banquet in the book.)  

  

• The king was not aware that                                             

his new queen was a Jew. 



THE STORY CONTINUES  
A Problem Dressed Like an Opportunity 

 

• It is true that Esther was chosen because she 

was the finest of the snatched women. 

  

• But . . . her “prize” was being crowned queen for 

an unstable, immoral and arrogant king. 

  

• And . . . there were escalating                             

treacherous dangers in the                                        

kingdom. 



FINAL LESSONS 
1. “God can strike a straight stroke by a 

crooked stick.” – Thomas Watson  

 

2. Proverbs 21:1 – The king’s heart is a stream of 

water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it 

wherever He will. (ESV) 


