


INTRODUCTION 

• The Value of  Questions 
  
• The Questions Jesus Asked 



2 Important Introductory Questions  

1. Who was this man? 

 

• He was a young man. 

 

• He was a rich man who owned 

much property. 

 

• He was a ruler. 



2 Important Introductory Questions  

2. How did He approach Jesus? 

 

• He approached Jesus urgently. 

  

• He approached Jesus 

respectfully. 



Question #1 -  

“What good thing 

shall I do that I may 

obtain eternal life?” 

(vs.16) 



Question #2 -  

“Why are you asking 

Me about what is 

good?” (vs.17) 



Question #2 -  

• Part One – A Discussion of  “Good” 

 

• Part Two – A Call to Obedience 



Question #3 -  

“Which ones?” (vs.18) 



Question #3 -  

• Which  commandments did Jesus 

highlight?  

  

• Why did Jesus highlight those 

commandments? 

 

• What was the rich young ruler’s 

response? 

o “I have already kept those!” 

o And . . . another question . . .  



Question #4 -  

“What am I still 

lacking?” (vs.20) 



Question #4 -  

How does Jesus answer the question? 
 

If  you want to be complete . . .  

 

• Part One – Sell your possessions. 

  

• Part Two – Give to the poor. 

  

• Part Three – Come and follow                         

Me. 



Question #4 -  

Why does Jesus answer that way? 

 
1. He didn’t understand his need for a 

Savior. 

 

• The rich young ruler thought of  his 

righteousness only in terms of  

external conformity. 

 

• Scripturally, how can we                        

have an accurate view of                           

our sin? 



Question #4 -  

Why does Jesus answer that way? 

 
2. He didn’t understand Jesus’ place as 

Lord. 

 

• The “Lordship” Scale 

 

o What is the issue? 

 

o What is the scale? 

 



Question #4 -  

o Possible Balance in the Center –  

 Biblical Understanding of  

Repentance – Salvation means you 

cannot continue, impenitently and 

habitually, in the very sin God is 

saving you from. 

 Biblical Understanding of  

Discipleship – Salvation leads                           

a person to follow Christ -                            

this represents a change of                            

direction.  

 



Question #4 -  

• Key Principle: It is a fair and useful 

debate regarding to what extent a 

person must submit to the lordship of  

Christ at the moment of  salvation.  But 

the debate is a debate of  extent not fact.  

A person who is altogether unwilling to 

recognize the inherent “Lordship” 

demands of  the Gospel cannot                           

and will not come to Christ                                 

for salvation.  



A Very Sad Ending 

Mark 10:23 – But when he had heard these 
things, he became very sad, for he was 
extremely rich.  
 

Plummer – “He was gloomy and sullen with 

a double disappointment; no perilous 

exploit was required of  him, but he was 

asked to part with what he valued most.” 

 

Barnes – “Alas!  How many lovely                           

and amiable young persons follow                              

his example.” 



Bonus Question -   

“Then who can be 

saved?” (vs.23-26) 



Bonus Question -  

• The Tax Collector – God saves those who 

come to Him broken over their sin and in 

need of  His mercy. 

 

• The Children – God saves those who 

come to Him in “child-like” faith. 

 

• Zaccheus – God saves people. 

  

• How must a person come to                              

Christ? (Phil. 3:7-11) 



FOUR TIMELESS TRUTHS 

1. We should not be afraid of  probing 

and teaching when someone 

expresses interest in the Gospel. 

 

2. An accurate presentation of  the 

Gospel does not guarantee a 

“decision for Christ”; in fact, an 

accurate presentation of  the                  

Gospel will be offensive                                         

to many. 



FINAL APPLICATIONS 

3. The Gospel places (perfectly 

reasonable) “Lordship” demands 

upon those who believe and 

follow. 

 

4. God can save anyone! 


