


Introduction: 2 Corinthians describes the radical 
change that takes place when a person places his 
faith in Jesus Christ alone for salvation. Several 
points stand out in this convicting verse: "new 
creature" - refers to the new birth, being "born 
again" and the doctrine of regeneration.  



• "old things" - refers to the believer's old value 
system, lifestyle, priorities, focus, idols, etc. These 
all change. Sin is still present but no longer controls 
the believer. 

• "new things" - refers to the fact that the believer 
now lives for eternity, not the present. He has new 
values, new priorities and a new lifestyle. He is a 
new person. 



The goal today is not to cause you to doubt your 
salvation.  

1) I do want you to re-evaluate your salvation 
experience.  

2) I want you to realize that, as a believer, the 
evidence of your profession of faith is our works or 
fruit.  

3) I want to challenge you to embrace a godly 
lifestyle and an eternal focus. 

 



ROMANS 8:1-8 

•  Explanation of terms (vv. 1-4a) 

1. "Condemnation" - a judicial term, 
opposite of justification. 

2. "the law of the Spirit of life in Christ" - 
refers to the Gospel. 

3. "the law of sin and death" - refers to the 
law of God. 

4. "in the likeness of sinful flesh" - refers to 
the incarnation. 



ROMANS 8:1-8 

•  Explanation of terms (vv. 1-4a) 

5. "He (God) condemned sin in the flesh" - 
refers to Jesus in His body suffering our 
condemnation. 

6. "might be fulfilled in us" - refers to 
believers in whom the law was fulfilled 
through Christ's sacrificial death. 



ROMANS 8:1-8 

•  Application (vv. 4b-8) 

1. Two kinds of people (vv. 4-5) 

2. Two kinds of mind sets (v.5) 

3. Two kinds of walk (v.4) 

4. Two kinds of results (v.6) 

 



JAMES 2:12-24 

Important: 

1. James is not saying that works can save. 
Earlier, he makes it plain that salvation is 
a gift of God. 

2. James is saying that there is a kind of 
faith that is dead and cannot save.  

 

 



JAMES 2:12-24 

•  Faith without works is dead. (vv. 14-16) 

1. The question. (v.14) 

2. The example. (vv. 15-16) 

3. The conclusion. (v.17) That kind of faith is 
dead. 

 



JAMES 2:12-24 

•  Works are a strong indicator of an inward, 
living faith. (vv. 18-24) 

1. The claim. (v. 18) “The only possible 
evidence of true faith is works.”                  
- MacArthur 



JAMES 2:12-24 

•  Works are a strong indicator of an inward, 
living faith. (vv. 18-24) 

2. The example: the demons. (v.19) 

• One can have great knowledge and 
facts without faith. 

• The demons (fallen angels) are 
orthodox in their theology. 



JAMES 2:12-24 

•  Works are a strong indicator of an inward, living 
faith. (vv. 18-24) 

3. The illustration: Abraham 

• Abraham's willing sacrifice of Isaac 
demonstrated his faith. (v. 21) 

• Abraham was not justified because of his 
works i.e. his willingness to sacrifice Isaac. 
(v. 23) 

• Abraham's faith produced his works. (v.22) 



JAMES 2:12-24 

•  The summary (v.24) 

In a sense works are a part of salvation - not 
the saving part but the evidentiary part. 

 



MAKE IT PERSONAL 

1. Examine your salvation experience - do you 
have assurance of your salvation? 

2. Is there a contrast between your life and the 
life of your unsaved friends? Is there an 
observable difference in your goals, focus 
and values? 

3. Are you walking according to the Spirit or 
according to the flesh? 



MAKE IT PERSONAL 

4. Has unconfessed sin diluted your observable 
Christian testimony? 

5. What observable evidence can you point to 
that demonstrates your faith? (If you were 
on trial for your faith, would there be 
enough evidence to convict you?) 

 


