


A Choice and Precious Living Stone 

I Peter 2:4-8 



INTRODUCTION 

• The first four words of verse 4 establish the 

theme of the next two paragraphs.  There is 

a “Him” and a “coming”. 



INTRODUCTION 

• Either “What?!?” or “Mind Blown!” 
o There is a Living Stone which is precious to 

God. 

o The Living Stone has been rejected by men. 

o There are also living stones. 

o The living stones are being built up into a 

spiritual house. 

o The living stones function as a royal 

priesthood. 

o The living stones offer                                 

spiritual sacrifices. 



INTRODUCTION 

• “We naturally refer to something as being 

‘stone dead’, but for Peter the stone is a 

Person who is pulsating with life, 

strength, and coherence.” – D. Edmund 

Hiebert 

• Three Parts of this Messgae 

o The Living Stone 

o Two Responses to the Living Stone 

o Living Stones 



The Promised and Provided Living Stone 

Three Old Testament References 

• Isaiah 28:16 

o This Stone will be laid in Zion. 

o This Stone will be choice and precious. 

o This Stone will be a cornerstone. 



The Promised and Provided Living Stone 

Three Old Testament References 

• Psalm 118:22 

o This Stone will be rejected by the 

builders. 

o (Nonetheless) this Stone will be come 

the cornerstone. 



The Promised and Provided Living Stone 

Three Old Testament References 

• Isaiah 8:14 

o This Stone will be a “stone of 

stumbling.” 

o This Stone will be a “rock of offense.” 



How Did Jesus Use These Passages? 

• 3 Occasions Demonstrating Jesus’ Deity 

o The Triumphal Entry 

o The Cleansing of the Temple 

o The Cursing of the Fig Tree 

• A Question: “By what authority are You 

doing these things, and who gave You this 

authority?” 



How Did Jesus Use These Passages? 

• A Four Part Answer 

o Jesus Answers a Question with a 

Question 

o The Parable of the Two Sons 

o The Parable of the Landowner 

o The Rejected Cornerstone 

• “By evoking so much familiar messianic 

imagery, Christ made His meaning 

inescapable to the chief                              

priests and Pharisees.”                                         

– John MacArthur 



How Did Peter Use These Passages? 

• Acts 1-3 

• Acts 4 

o Peter and John are arrested for 

proclaiming Christ. 

o The Jewish leaders demanded that 

Peter and John answer one question, 

“By what power, or in what name, have 

you done this?” 



How Did Peter Use These Passages? 

• Peter and John’s answer: 

o We healed this man in the name of 

Jesus Christ (the Cornerstone). 

o You crucified Jesus (the builders 

rejected the Stone). 

o Salvation is by grace alone through faith 

alone in Christ alone! 



How Did Peter Use These Passages? 

Acts 4:12 – And there is salvation in no one 

else; for there is no other name under heaven 

that has been given among men by which we 

must be saved. 



There are Only 2 Responses to the Living Stone 

• Some will Reject the Stone 

o Reject = Disbelieve, Stumble, Disobey 

o They stumble because they are 

disobedient to the Word. 

o When they stumble by their 

disobedience to the Word, they seal their 

destiny. 

o The destiny of those who reject the 

Stone is eternal                                     

damnation. 



There are Only 2 Responses to the Living Stone 

• Some will Embrace the Stone 
o Embrace = Come to Him, Believe 

o Those who embrace the Stone . . .  

 Are parts of a spiritual house being 

built out from the Cornerstone. 

 Will never be disappointed (NASB) or 

put to shame (ESV). 

 Find the Stone to be ever so precious. 

 And so much more. . .  



CONCLUDING APPLICATIONS: 

1. The Stone is alive! 

2. The Cornerstone is set! 

3. A spiritual house of living stones is being 

built! 

4. There are only two responses to the Stone. 

5. The exclusive claim of the Gospel is 

precious to those who believe but foolish 

and infuriating to those who will not 

believe. 



CONCLUDING APPLICATIONS: 

“Each time someone trusts Christ, another 

stone is quarried out of the pit of sin and 

cemented into the building.  It may look to us 

that the church is on earth a pile of rubble and 

ruins, but God sees the total structure as it 

grows.” – Warren Wiersbe 


